
MCS 3260 
WRITING BRIEF 3 Starting the story 
 
The basic purpose of the lead on any story is to summarize the 
story for the reader. However, leads also need to draw the reader 
in and motivate them to read the rest of the story. 
 
Summary statement 
Gives a summary of the subject. This is the one thing you would 
tell a friend if they asked you what you were writing about. 
 
Narrative  
Starts in the middle of the story and work to the end.  This type 
of lead draws the reader into the story because they want to find 
out what happens next. 
 
Descriptive 
Starts the story by describing a place in the effort to put the 
reader at the scene of the story’s events.  Uses the sense to set 
a scene for the reader. Especially appropriate when the location 
of the story or the atmosphere is relatively important. 
 
Opposition 
Introduces two opposing sides or viewpoints of an issue.  Uses 
transitions like “on one side/on the other hand.”  You can only 
use this type of lead if you have two opposing sides. 
 
Conversational 
Written like the writer is discussing something with the reader.  
Us the word, “your” or “us.” 
 
Remember never to start a lead with a quote or a question. There’s 
usually always another way. 

Tips 
Leads can be hard at first.   
Consider the following advice: 

• Leads are typically what you would tell a friend you’re 
writing about.  

• Leads should be short - no longer than 25 words. 
• The fact that a meeting or event was hosted is never your 

lead. Find the people or issues behind the event. They are 
the real lead. 

 
HOMEWORK: 
1) Develop a two column script based on the above-provided 
information about story leads. 
2) Produce a AV presentation based upon your research and writing 
about story leads, using information contained in this Brief. 
	  


